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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 were examined. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 1 1/23/2005 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each cited foreign patent document; 
each non-patent literature publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; and all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings, dated 1 2/04/2006, are objected to because the phrase 
"replacement" is not annotated on each sheet. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be 
labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must 
be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures 
must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the 
several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
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either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it's not in the proper format 
i.e., 50-150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

5. The examiner has provided a number of claim deficiency examples; however, the list 
of deficiencies may not be inclusive. Applicants are requested to view and initiate all 
corrections listed below as well as others. 

• Claims 4,9,10, acronym TSID is not spelled out. 

• Claim 7, line 4, 'the selection"; suggestion: " a selection". 

• Claim 1 1 , line 3, "the particular technical system"; suggestion: " a particular 
technical system". 

• Claim 1 1 , lines 3-4, "the required additional model-specific data (i.e., database, 
figure 4, element 63)"; suggestion: "a required additional model-specific data (i.e., 
database, figure 4, element 63)". 

• Claim 14, line 2, "the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) communication"; 
suggestion: "a data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) communication". 
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• Claims 18 and 19, line 3, "the user"; suggestion: "a user". 

• Claim 19, line 3, "the selection"; suggestion: "a selection". 

All claims have been treated on their merits. 

6. Claims 2, 7,18-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

8. Claims 1,4, and 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. Unclear what the term TSID stands for or its 
definition. 

9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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10. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

1 1 . Claim 1 recites the limitation "the basis" in line 6. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

12. Claim 5 recites the limitation "the model series" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

13. Claim 6 recites the limitation "the progress display" in line 3. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

14. Claim 14 recites the limitation "the status" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

1 7. Claims 1 ,3-6, 8-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 

over Lowrey et al. (US Patent 7,228,21 1 ; hereafter Lowrey). Lowrey teaches telematic 

devices with an interface for multiple peripheral devices. Lowery doesn't teach converts 

the initial data packet into an XML structure and saves it as an XML data file on the 

basis of a converter configuration, a data completion unit that analyzes the data of the 

XML data file and reads out additional data by request from the technical system to be 

diagnosed after setting a manual request and saves it in the XML data file after 

conversion by means of a completion unit configuration. It would have been obvious to 

one to one of ordinary skill in the art to convert XML text language into a user interface 

(using KSR, see rationale to this limitation in claim 1 below). 

Claim 1 . Man-machine interface (MMI) for a diagnostic system (figure 7, element 
42a)for diagnosing a technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile 
particulars, figure 6, element 131)with a knowledge base and a diagnostic program that 
supplies a preliminary diagnostic result(e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile 
particulars, figure 6, element 1 31 ) in the form of an initial data (i.e., database, figure 4, 
element 63) packet (part of TCP/IP integral to the Internet; column 4, lines 38- 
44)comprising: a data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) converter, which converts 
the initial data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) packet (part of TCP/IP integral to 
the Internet; column 4, lines 38-44)into an XML (Disclosure of XML, column 11, lines 
18-25)structure and saves it as an XML (Disclosure of XML, column 11, lines 18- 
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25)data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) file on the basis of a converter (using KSA 
in regard to this limitation since it would have yielded the end result of the user interface 
from the XML code) configuration, a data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) 
completion unit that analyzes the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) of the XML 
(Disclosure of XML, column 1 1 , lines 1 8-25)data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) 
file and reads out additional data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) by request from 
the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile particulars, figure 6, 
element 1 31 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a) after setting a manual request and 
saves it in the XML (Disclosure of XML, column 1 1 , lines 1 8-25)data (i.e., database, 
figure 4, element 63) file after conversion by means of a completion unit configuration, 
(using KSA in regard to this limitation since it would have yielded the end result of the 
user interface from the XML code) and a visualization of the XML (Disclosure of XML, 
column 1 1 , lines 1 8-25)elements saved in the XML (Disclosure of XML, column 1 1 , lines 
18-25)data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) file in the form of an inactive user 
surface. 

Claim 3. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 1, wherein the visualization is 
performed by using an Internet browser (column 11, lines 18-25). 

Claim 4. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 1, wherein the initial data (i.e., 
database, figure 4, element 63) packet (part of TCP/IP integral to the Internet; column 4, 
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lines 38-44)is comprised of at least one digital vehicle identification number (the prior art 
states data management for automobile dealership to which it's well known that VIN 
numbers are used to accurately determine ownership, column 2, lines 53-56)(VIN), an 
error case identifier (TSID) and a digital time stamp. 

Claim 5. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 1, wherein the completion unit 
configuration contains a logic unit configured for the model series of the particular 
technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile particulars, figure 6, 
element 1 31 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a), by means of which the required 
additional model-specific data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) is determined 
dynamically on the basis of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) already 
available and is read out of the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., 
automobile particulars, figure 6, element 131)on request and stored after being 
converted into the XML (Disclosure of XML, column 1 1 , lines 1 8-25)data (i.e., database, 
figure 4, element 63) file. 

Claim 6. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 1, wherein the progress display 
(e.g., figure 8)for the status of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) 
communication with the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile 
particulars, figure 6, element 131 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a) is also 
included. 
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Claim 8. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 2, wherein the visualization is 
performed by using an Internet browser (e.g., website, column 3, lines 42-47). 

Claim 9. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 2, wherein the initial data (i.e., 
database, figure 4, element 63) packet (part of TCP/IP integral to the Internet; column 4, 
lines 38-44)is comprised of at least one digital vehicle identification number (the prior art 
states data management for automobile dealership to which it's well known that VIN 
numbers are used to accurately determine ownership, column 2, lines 53-56)(VIN), an 
error case identifier (TSID) and a digital time stamp. 

Claim 10. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 3, wherein the initial data (i.e., 
database, figure 4, element 63) packet (part of TCP/IP integral to the Internet; column 4, 
lines 38-44) is comprised of at least one digital vehicle identification number (the prior 
art states data management for automobile dealership to which it's well known that VIN 
numbers are used to accurately determine ownership, column 2, lines 53-56)(VIN), an 
error case identifier (TSID) and a digital time stamp. 

Claim 1 1 . Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 2, wherein the completion unit 
configuration contains a logic unit configured for the model series of the particular 
technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile particulars, figure 6, 
element 1 31 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a), by means of which the required 
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additional model-specific data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) is determined 
dynamically on the basis of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) already 
available and is read out of the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., 
automobile particulars, figure 6, element 131)on request and stored after being 
converted into the XML (Disclosure of XML, column 1 1 , lines 1 8-25)data (i.e., database, 
figure 4, element 63) file. 

Claim 12. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 3, wherein the completion unit 
configuration contains a logic unit configured for the model series of the particular 
technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile particulars, figure 6, 
element 1 31 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a), by means of which the required 
additional model-specific data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) is determined 
dynamically on the basis of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) already 
available and is read out of the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., 
automobile particulars, figure 6, element 131)on request and stored after being 
converted into the XML (Disclosure of XML, column 1 1 , lines 1 8-25)data (i.e., database, 
figure 4, element 63) file. 

Claim 13. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 4, wherein the completion unit 
configuration contains a logic unit configured for the model series of the particular 
technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile particulars, figure 6, 
element 1 31 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a), by means of which the required 
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additional model-specific data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) is determined 
dynamically on the basis of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) already 
available and is read out of the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., 
automobile particulars, figure 6, element 131)on request and stored after being 
converted into the XML (Disclosure of XML, column 1 1 , lines 1 8-25)data (i.e., database, 
figure 4, element 63) file. 

Claim 14. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 2, wherein the progress display 
(e.g., figure 8)for the status of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) 
communication with the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile 
particulars, figure 6, element 131 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a) is also 
included. 

Claim 15. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 3, wherein the progress display 
(e.g., figure 8)for the status of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) 
communication with the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile 
particulars, figure 6, element 131 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a) is also 
included. 

Claim 16. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 4, wherein the progress display 
(e.g., figure 8)for the status of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) 
communication with the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile 
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particulars, figure 6, element 131) to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a) is also 
included. 

Claim 17. Man-machine interface as claimed in claim 5, wherein the progress display 
(e.g., figure 8)for the status of the data (i.e., database, figure 4, element 63) 
communication with the technical system (e.g., of a technical system i.e., automobile 
particulars, figure 6, element 131 )to be diagnosed (figure 7, element 42a) is also 
included. 

Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants' disclosure: 

US Patent 6,842,762 discloses a method for documentation of data for a vehicle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mr. Tom Stevens whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3715. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, please contact 
examiner's supervisor Mr. Albert Decady (571 -272-381 9). The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov.. Answers to 
questions regarding access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) (toll-free (866-217-9197)). 



/Albert Decady/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Tech Center 21 00 



